Fire Safety in Thatched Buildings

A thatched roof is always at risk from fire. Onca a fire has taken hald in thatch it
will spraad rapidly.

The most common causes of fire in thatch are:
« Elacirical faults.
= Lightning affecting tha TV aerial.
= Siray sparks from chimnays, discarded cigaratias and bonfires.

TV aerials should be fitbed io a freestanding pole. Where this is not possible it
may be fixed lo a gable or gable end chimney whare the cable can be run down
the wall, avoiding cantact with the thalch. Disconnect the TV asnal during
elacinical storms to preveant damage fo tha system. Lightning conductors showld
conform to British Standard BS6651.

You can reduce the risk of fire by following these tips:
Mevar burn rubbish or garden waste near thalched property.
Mewvar light firewarks near the proparty.

Candles should always be placed in a secura holder and away from
furmishings and curtains.

Mevear laave cooking unatbended.

Keep chimnays and flues clean and waell maintained.

Use a bulkhaead typs light fiting in the loft space.

Looking after thatched roofs

Faep tha thatch well maintained and have regular checks carmed out by a
compatant thatcher. For more information, contact the Thalching Advisory
Sarvices Ltd. on 01284 773 820 or visit www thalchingadvisonsaricas co.uk

Fit and maintain smoke alarms

Protect your housshald by fithing and maintaining smoke alarms. A smoke alarm
should be fitted at the highest point of the roof wvaid if possible and linkad o
another alarm sited in the hallway or landing. For maximum protection, fit a
smoke alarm in avery reom axcept the kilchan, bathroom and garaga.

In the event of fire

Use your fire ascape plan to gat evaryonea out of the building. Call 988 and ask
for the Fire and Rescue Service. Do not atbtempt to remove burming thatch, as
this will only fual the fire.

For fire safety information... log on to wwweirbfrs.co.uk,
email community.safety@rbfrs.co.uk, or call 0118 945 2888
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Make sure all smoking materials are axtinguishad and cold bafore disposal.

Keep elacineal goods and wiring in good rapair. Switch off whan not in use.
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