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US Minister thanks Brigade on behalf of New York firefighters

Ms Joyce Rabens, Minister Counselor for Economic Affairs with the US Embassy in London, said she was touched by the response of the Brigade and people in Berkshire to the tragedy in New York last September.

Ms Rabens was at the Brigade’s Whitley Wood fire station on Wednesday (31 July) to receive a cheque for £90,658.68, the proceeds of fundraising efforts by Berkshire firefighters, their colleagues, families and friends, in response to the terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre.

She said: “This shows the unique bond between firefighters across the world. It is wonderful that everyone was so generous and I am delighted to accept this on behalf of the firefighters in New York..”

Sub Officer Ian Maycock added: “Members of the public were very generous and we would like to thank everyone for helping us to raise this money for the families of those firefighters who were killed.”

The cheque was presented by members of Blue Watch, who also gave her a fire helmet. Chief Fire Officer Mike Clement-Green presented Ms Rabens with an engraved plaque to commemorate her visit. 

Ms Rabens shared lunch with the crew and watched a demonstration of a ladder rescue before returning to London.  
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