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HOUSEHOLDER SETS HIMSELF ON FIRE LIGHTING BONFIRE
A routine tidy up session in a Tilehurst garden went horribly wrong for Mr Steve Lunnon when he set himself alight using petrol to get his bonfire going.

The Rydal Close householder ended up in the local accident and emergency department with burns to his ankles and left leg. Now convalescing at home, he is warning others not to follow his example.

Mr Lunnon explained: “I was using an incinerator and had put some leaves in. The fire seemed to have gone out but obviously had not because as soon as I added the petrol, the whole can went up. 

“I kicked it away from me but my tracksuit bottoms had caught alight. I ran into the bathroom and ran my legs under cold water and my wife called the fire brigade. When I was at the hospital, I was asked how I had got burned and when I told them, so many people said they did the same. I just want people to learn from my experience and realise how quickly it happens, even if you are really careful and think there is no danger. 

Temporary Sub Officer Simon Abbott, from Dee Road fire station, explained: “Mr Lunnon was very lucky indeed and we were relieved that his injuries were not more serious. At this time of year, we get a lot of calls like this, especially to barbecues that are out of control. 

“Petrol is extremely flammable and, being liquid, it covers clothing and skin very easily. Mr Lunnon has kindly offered to share his experience as a warning to others who may be tempted to take a short cut but it is just not worth it. It is better to take extra time to light a bonfire or barbecue than risk being injured – always use proper firelighters that are designed for the job, never petrol, paraffin or anything similar.”
ENDS.

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Mr Lunnon has agreed to make himself available for interview/pictures if required. If you would like to arrange an interview, please contact Nicole on 0118 932 2283 or 07786 336 284. 
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