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BRIGADE HONOURS AWARD WINNERS

Members of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service were honoured for their achievements and dedication at the Brigade’s annual awards ceremony at Bearwood College, Winnersh, on Monday (7 October).

Friends and families of the firefighters and non-uniformed staff were there to watch as the awards were presented by the Lord Lieutenant of Royal Berkshire, Mr Phillip Wroughton and the Chief Fire Office, Mike Clement-Green. Mr Wroughton praised the courage, dedication and skill of the recipients and said the public held firefighters and their colleagues in the highest esteem.

Eight firefighters received the Fire Brigade Long Service and Good Conduct Medal, awarded to firefighters who have served with exemplary conduct for 20 years. The Royal Berkshire Fire Authority Long Service Medal, also for 20 years service, was awarded to a member of the administrative team at Brigade headquarters.

The Chief Fire Officer’s Certificate of Congratulation was awarded to White Watches from Caversham Road, Wokingham Road, Dee Road, Whitley Wood (all Reading) and Slough fire stations, for their role in dealing with a major incident on the M4. Two firefighters and a leading fire control operator also received citations for outstanding professionalism, while two members of the public received the certificate for assisting crews at road accidents. Staff who had obtained academic awards, ranging from MBAs to professional qualifications in fire sciences and fire investigation, received their diplomas and certificates.

For the first time, the Chief Fire Officer’s Certificate of Achievement was awarded. This went to a firefighters from Wokingham fire station who counsels colleagues traumatised by dealing with casualties from fires and road accidents and spends much of his own time expanding his expertise in this field.  

Chairman of Royal Berkshire Fire Authority, Councillor Jeff Brooks, said: “I am honoured and proud to be here to acknowledge the skill and professionalism of our people and also to pay tribute to their families, who play such a major part in enabling these men and woman to fulfil what are very demanding roles.”  
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