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Berkshire Fire Service - Much to Gain from Bain

“Challenging but exciting” – that’s the response from Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service to the Bain report on the reform of the fire service, which was published this week.

At their meeting on Wednesday evening, members of Berkshire Fire Authority considered the main points of the 159-page report. The report makes recommendations for a new structure and operating framework for a national British Fire Service, with greater devolvement in decision-making and extended management powers for local chief fire officers.

Members were pleased to see that many areas of suggested best practice highlighted in the report are already being carried out in Berkshire, such as staff training and development, employment of professional staff from outside the fire service, collaborative working with other Brigades, with unitary authorities, the private and voluntary sectors and the police, together with an extensive programme of community fire safety education.

Chairman of the Authority, Councillor Jeff Brooks, said: “I am pleased to see that there will be a new statutory recognition of the extensive role of the fire service and that the Bain report acknowledges the excellence and professionalism of firefighters and the work that they do. I am also pleased that we look set to gain greater negotiating powers at local level on, for example, regional flexibility in pay awards - something for which we have been campaigning for a long time.  This Authority has never backed off from opportunities to innovate and to deliver improved standards of service and I think this report will provide a framework in which we can continue to do just that.”

Berkshire’s Chief Fire Officer, Mike Clement-Green, commented: “There is certainly much that is radical in this report but there is little to fear and much to gain as far as we are concerned. Some areas will be easier to implement than others but I believe we have a head start in that we are already working along the lines set out in the report.”
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