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BRIGADE SEEKS LOCAL PEOPLE AS RETAINED FIREFIGHTERS

Community-minded people who live or work in and around Wargrave, Sonning and Wokingham are being sought by Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service which needs more retained (part-time) firefighters.

Unlike their fulltime colleagues, retained firefighters are mobilised by pager from their home or workplace – but once on the pump, the job is exactly the same, explained Assistant Divisional Officer Bryan Morgan.

“Retained firefighters play a vital part in protecting the people and property of Berkshire and often have very strong links with their community. They need to live or work within three or four minutes reach of their fire station and agree with us set times when they will be available for call-out.

“They carry out the full range of duties and receive on the job and block release training, both initially and throughout their career with us. We have both men and women working as retained firefighters and are hoping that people who enjoy a challenging and exciting role but may not have thought about this type of job before, will contact us to find out more. We particularly need cover during the daytime, which may appeal to those working from home or perhaps mums with older children at school.”

If you would like to know more about what life and a retained firefighter is like, you can visit Wokingham fire station (Denton Road) for its Have A Go Day on September 7, running from 11am until 3pm. There you can chat with retained firefighters, have a look around a fire engine and try some of the physical and written tests that potential firefighters take. If you cannot make that day or are interested in visiting Sonning or Wargrave fire stations, please contact ADO Morgan for further details on 0118 932 2461.  

ENDS.

Note to Editors:

Retained station crews meet every Monday evening at 7pm for training. If you would like to send a reporter to find out more, please contact ADO Morgan. 
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