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FIRE AUTHORITY RESPONDS TO GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS ON FIRE SERVICE

Berkshire Fire Authority leaders have broadly welcomed the Government’s White Paper on reform in the Fire Service.

Councillor Jeff Brooks (Liberal Democrat, West Berkshire Council) and Councillor Barrie Patman (Conservative, Wokingham District Council) who have been re-elected as Authority Chairman and vice-Chairman respectively, say the Government’s proposals for a new National Framework will give clearer strategic direction and leadership.

Councillor Brooks commented: “The White Paper acknowledges that the role of the Fire Service has expanded hugely and that there has been a lack of central leadership and guidance. I am pleased that the document also highlights the preventative and community involvement role of Firefighters, an approach that Berkshire has been developing successfully for many years, together with other examples of innovative working such as collaboration in the procurement of equipment. 

“Fire authorities have been placed firmly at the helm for delivering the reform agenda and I am confident that this Authority can build on the excellence of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service in implementing the Government’s wide-ranging programme.”
Councillor Patman, who was a member of the employers’ negotiating team during the recent national pay dispute, added: “The White Paper‘s emphasis on more ‘joined-up’ working and the benefits of a regional approach will enable the Authority to make the most of additional regional resources whilst maintaining its focus on Berkshire’s communities and continuing to develop its services at a local level.”  

The Authority also welcomed some new Members following the recent local elections. These are Peter North (Conservative) and Mike Adams (Labour) from Bracknell Forest Borough Council; Tom Crisp (Labour) and Peter Weston (Liberal Democrat) from Reading Borough Council; Geoffrey Findlay (Conservative) from West Berkshire District Council; David Howes (Liberal Democrat) and Simon Werner (Liberal Democrat) from the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead and David Swindells (Liberal Democrat) from Wokingham District Council.  
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