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BERKS FIREFIGHTERS SWEAT IT OUT IN DALLAS

Berkshire’s team of firefighters, the current world champions, were pipped to this year’s title by just half a point in the World Extrication Championships in Dallas last week.

The crew were glad of the recent heatwave conditions they’d been training in as they were competing in baking sun and air temperatures of more than 100 degrees.

Team captain, Station Officer Ian Cox, said: “It couldn’t have been any closer! The team worked really well and we won one competition and were first and fifth in the two elements of the second, but when it came to the adding up of the overall scores,  Tallahassee’s team from Florida had half a point on us. The team did very well in adverse conditions – the ground temperature was 117 degrees.

“It was disappointing not to retain the world title but we had such a good competition all round and the standard of the other teams was phenomenal. We were made very welcome, the hospitality of the American firefighters hosting the event was wonderful and it was good to catch up with the friends we have made from previous competitions.”

The two-part world extrication challenge tests a variety of skills required by modern firefighters when releasing people trapped in vehicles after an accident. In a staged scenario, using damaged vehicles, with medically trained ‘casualties’ acting as judges. Teams have to demonstrate skills in command and control; technical and planning ability combined with medical rescue skills– all in a tight timescale, and subject to the scrutiny of expert judges. 

Berkshire’s team will compete next in Canada in October.
ENDS.

 Note to editors:

As members of the team are based at different stations, please contact Nicole if you would like to arrange a photo shoot.
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