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FIRE SAFETY WEEK 6-13 SEPTEMBER

Theme of this year’s Fire Safety Week is ‘Stop Fires Starting’ and Berkshire firefighters will be concentrating their education and prevention campaign on local businesses.

They will be out and about, distributing information leaflets to companies in their area which will provide advice to business owners on how to asses the fire risk for their premises and take suitable steps to ensure their business is as safe as possible.

A change to existing legislation planned for the near future means that the current system, whereby fire brigades carry out fire certification for business premises, will be replaced by a national risk-assessment programme which employers will use to ensure their business is compliant with regulation standards.

The Brigade’s community fire safety manager, Jane Sanford, explained: “The leaflets contain basic advice on what is required as part of a fire risk assessment, for example, factors such as potential hazards, the nature and location of the business, whether dangerous chemicals or hazardous or flammable materials are in use or stored on site, the number of employees, security measures, the actual material of the building itself – all these and many other areas need to be evaluated so that employers can feel happy they have taken every step to ensure their employees’ safety and that of the public and their customers."

If anyone would like more information, they can contact their local fire station for details or speak to a member of the fire safety team on 0118 932 2744.
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