
[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE





03/09/2003
No:
19/F&R

PENSIONER SAVED BY SMOKE ALARM

Windsor firefighters rescued a sleeping woman from her burning home after a neighbour heard the smoke alarm and dialled 999.

The pensioner was asleep in her first floor flat at sheltered housing in Straight Road when fire broke out in her kitchen on Tuesday (2 September) evening.  A resident in the next door flat heard the smoke alarm activation and immediately called the fire brigade. Firefighters from Red Watch found the woman in bed and gave her oxygen therapy. Fortunately, she was none the worse for her ordeal and was well enough to return to her flat later.

Assistant Divisional Officer Phil Sidman said the incident proved the importance of having smoke alarms fitted: “This lady’s life was saved by the fact that there was a smoke detector fitted in her home. She is elderly and hard of hearing and although she did not hear the alarm her neighbour did. 

“This meant that the firefighters were in attendance at an early stage and it was due to their quick thinking that this did not turn into a tragedy. They were actually called out for a routine alarm activation but noticed smoke at an upstairs window when they arrived and went straight to her. 

“The fire was caused by food that had been left in the oven and because we were able to deal with it before it took hold, there was actually very little damage. Smoke and gases kill very quickly and I cannot emphasise strongly enough the message that smoke alarms save lives.”
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