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BERKSHIRE FIRE SERVICE BUDGET AWARD

Members of Berkshire Fire Authority have approved a budget of £26.164 million for Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service for the financial year 2003-2004. 

This is an increase of nine and a half per cent on last year’s budget of £23.89 million and was welcomed by Berkshire’s Chief Fire Officer, Mike Clement-Green. “We were apprehensive that the Government’s new method of allocating funding to Fire Brigades would disadvantage the service in Berkshire but in fact we have had a very positive assessment,” he said.

“The additional funding will allow us to carry out more of the urgently needed repairs to our fire stations and continue to develop our work with young people in schemes such as the Young Firefighters training and development programme, Firesetters – where we work with police and social services in counselling young people who have become involved in arson – and improving public safety through fire prevention. I am pleased that the elected Members have signalled their support for us in such an emphatic way.”

Chairman of the Fire Authority, Councillor Jeff Brooks, commented: “This is a forward-looking budget settlement and Members of the Authority are keen to see innovative projects such as Firesetters develop. Financial pressure on unitary authorities is higher than ever but it is vital that the people of Berkshire can rely on a fire service that is funded to do the job, including community safety work to prevent fires occurring.”

The budget also includes provision for replacement fire tenders and operational equipment, ongoing repairs and maintenance to fire stations, additional training for Fire Investigation officers,  updated information technology systems and refurbishment of the firehouse used in operational training for firefighters.   
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