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South Yorkshire takes title from Royal Berkshire

A team from South Yorks. Central took the title of Best Overall Rescue Team away from Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue at the Southern Counties Extrication Championships held at Whitley Wood fire station, Reading, on Saturday (June 7).

The 12 teams certainly felt the heat of competition in more ways than one. Blue skies and shining sun sent temperatures soaring as the specially-trained crews battled to rescue a ‘casualty’ from a wrecked car in just 20 minutes. Each team’s efforts were scrutinised by six judges, looking for not only technical expertise, but also teamwork, problem-solving skills, advanced first aid skills and the ability to calm and reassure a casualty.

The event proved popular with members of the public, especially youngsters, who had a great time romping on a bouncy castle, scoffing burgers from the barbecue and making the most of the opportunity to scramble all over the fire engines on display, in addition to watching the actual competition.

Event organiser, Assistant Divisional Officer Ian Cox, said: “Congratulations to the winners.  It was a great day and I would like to thank everyone who came along and took part. The standard was extremely high and it is good to know that these skills are continually being developed and enhanced. We hope people will never need us but if they do, it is important that crews arriving at the scene of a road accident can get people out of their vehicles as quickly and safely as possible.” 

The full results were:

Best Medic – South Wales

Best Team Leader – Buckinghamshire 

First overall – South Yorks. Central

Second overall – South Wales

Third overall – Buckinghamshire
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