
[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE





13/08/2003
No:
12/F&R

HOLIDAY ARSONISTS TIE UP FIREFIGHTERS

Slough firefighters are fed-up with with being called to tackle grass fires started by careless youngsters and say such thoughtless behaviour is potentially putting lives at risk.

In just two hours this afternoon (Wednesday 13 August) Slough crews were called out three times to deal with grass and undergrowth fires in Kennedy Park in the Britwell area. Leading Firefighter Paul Summer said: “These youngsters may think it is a bit of a laugh to set fire to the grass but believe me, they wouldn’t think it was funny if the fire really caught hold and spread to nearby homes or perhaps injured one of their friends.

“Not only is this a hot and uncomfortable job for the firefighters but all the time we are spending rushing to and from these incidents, we are not available for other jobs. I urge all parents to make sure they know where their kids are and for anyone who sees someone setting fire to rubbish or undergrowth to contact the police immediately as well as the fire service.”

 The Brigade was busy throughout Berkshire over the weekend, with record temperatures and prolonged dry weather resulting in high numbers of calls to forest and grass fires. Community fire safety experts are urging people to  take particular care when disposing of cigarettes, when using barbecues or using bonfires to get rid of garden rubbish.
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