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FIRE STARTS WHEN YOUR ATTENTION STOPS!

ROYAL BERKSHIRE FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE LAUNCH NEW FIRE SAFETY CAMPAIGN

The kitchen, the lounge, the bedroom – which is the most dangerous room in your home? Statistics show that in 2001 there were 444 kitchen fires in Berkshire, a 12% increase from 2000. Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service and the government are launching a brand new national campaign to warn the public of fire dangers that can be found in the kitchen.

A recent survey* revealed that 90% of people asked admitted to being distracted from cooking by someone at the door and a further 86% to being distracted by a telephone call. If you do have to leave the kitchen for any reason while cooking, here are some top tips to keep your kitchen safe from fire:

· Never leave pans unattended

· Keep tea towels and kitchen rolls away from the hob

· Turn off all appliances after cooking

· Fit a smoke alarm and check batteries once a week

Chief Fire Officer Mike Clement-Green of Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service says:

“Every day, kitchen fires kill and injure people in their own homes. This campaign is all about preventing fires. The real danger lies in leaving cooking unattended. As our survey shows, it's easy to get distracted but this can end in tragedy. Our message is simple – fire starts when your attention stops!  

"Today's campaign fits into our wider aim of preventing fires rather than fighting them and we all have a role to play in this."

Tony Allan, star of BBC2’s cookery programme ‘Tony & Giorgio’ is launching the campaign:

“When we were making the TV series [‘Tony & Giorgio], Giorgio had problems with his parsnip chips, the hot oil went up in flames. And when I was making a sauce using whiskey  - you have to set it on fire to get the alcohol out  - the flames suddenly got out of control. That's what happens when you get distracted even for a few seconds!

We both used damp tea towels to put the fires out safely.  But you should only do this if the fire is in its very early stages and you can put it out safely.  If you’re in any doubt, call the fire brigade, it’s what they’re there for.  

There’s 40 years of experience between Giorgio and I and we still risked starting a fire in the kitchen. When you’re dealing with hot oil you can’t leave it for a moment or risk getting distracted**.“

The national campaign is supported by TV and radio advertising and runs until the beginning of March 2003.  It is being supported by the following Partners in Fire Prevention: Axa, Argos, Currys, Ei Electronics, Homebase, Woolworths and Help the Aged.

Ends

Notes to editors:

The national campaign is launching on the 19th February 2003.  Leaflets on kitchen fire safety are available from Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service and selected retailers supporting the campaign.  For more information on fire safety, visit    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.firekills.gov.uk
 or www.RBFRS.co.uk 
*Source ODPM Omnibus Survey

**Tony & Giorgio had assistance from the BBC film crew during filming.  Also, they both have experience and training on how to cope with fires in industrial kitchens.  Both Tony & Giorgio have a suitable fire extinguisher and fire blanket in their kitchens at home, just in case.

For further information about the national campaign, including case studies, please contract Rebecca Snow on 0207 261 8543,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Rebecca.snow@coi.gsi.gov.uk
 or Sophie Lucas on 0207 261 8306,    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor Sophie.lucas@coi.gsi.gov.uk
.  For information on the local campaign please contact gallinia@RBFRS.co.uk 
The campaign is also supported by B&Q, Bellway Homes Ltd (West Lancashire),Comet, Dominos, Duracell, First Alert, Fire Angel, Gullane / S4C (Fireman Sam), Focus, Kidde Safety Europe, National Union of Students, Tefal and Wilkinson.

The national Kitchen Fire Safety campaign reinforces the work that Community Fire Safety Officers carry out year round promoting fire safety and fire prevention.  The ODPM (Office of the Deputy Prime Minister) campaign contributes to the Government’s aims to reduce fire-related death and injuries in the home.  Integrated publicity campaigns have been successfully run on making Fire Action Plans and Careless Smoking.  The last Kitchen Safety campaign focused on chip pans and ran during August 1999.The fire prevention strategy is being taken forward by the ODPM’s National Community Fire Safety Centre (NCFSC), which also develops other communication resources for fire brigades.
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