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Dee Road Firefighter hangs up his boots after 30 years.

Firefighter Richard Maynard retires today (Tuesday 19 August) after 30 years service based at Dee Road fire station in Tilehurst.

‘Scooby’ as he is known to his crew mates on Red Watch joined the then Reading and Berkshire Fire Brigade in 1973 after leaving school and trying various jobs beforehand.

“I have certainly seen a lot of changes,” he said. “When I joined they had only just changed over to proper breathing apparatus – they used to use a mouth piece and nose clip. The job was a lot more dangerous then, we didn’t have the specialist equipment that we have now, there were no smoke detectors or cutting gear for road accidents and we wore a wool tunic and leggings with just a silk scarf round the neck instead of the specialist kit we have now. 

“We don’t see so many big fires now either but I was involved in the recovery of the bodies of two firefighters who were killed in a fire – that was almost impossible to describe. You never know what’s around the corner in this job – I think that’s why people are still so keen to do it.”

Luckily, all of Richard’s experience and knowledge won’t be lost to local people – he is joining the retained firefighters at Mortimer fire station. He received a presentation from his Watch colleagues on his last morning parade and also received a specially struck commemorative medal from the Chief Fire Officer.

He leaves for a fortnight’s cruise with his wife this week and on his return, in addition to his firefighting duties at Mortimer, plans to build an extension for his house, try and improve his golf handicap, buy a motorcycle and spend more time fishing – so he won’t be short of things to keep him occupied.
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