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Dangerous cylinders involved in workshop fire

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue were called yesterday at 13.27pm to a fire at a workshop on Stanhope Road, Cippenham, Slough.  This workshop was situated approximately 15 meters from the railway line.  On arrival the crew from Slough fire station found the building well alight and were informed that the premises contained various gas cylinders.  These were 3 large cylinders of acetylene, oxygen & propane gas and 2 smaller cylinders of oxygen and acetylene.  The main danger came from the unstable nature of acetylene when heated by fire.  The blaze was dealt with and then a ground monitoring system, made up by a system of hoses was put in place to keep water on the area where the cylinders lay.  This enabled fire fighters to withdraw to a safe area.  At the height of the incident there were crews from across the county including Slough, Bracknell & Maidenhead.

The Brigade consulted with their own scientific advisers, British Oxygen Company (BOC) and Health & Safety executives and in accordance with national health and safety guidelines, which were reviewed only 18 months ago, a 24-hour safety period was declared. A 200-metre safety zone was established round the scene of the fire.  Local people were evacuated from Burnham station and the residential area, and taken to a local community centre.  At all times the safety of the public and the fire fighters was of utmost importance.  

Officer in Charge Paul Maynard speaking from the scene at 8.30 am this morning said, “At this time we are carrying on the process of cooling the cylinders and at 13.00 hours there will be a risk assessment and re inspection carried out.  We will be looking for hot spots on the cylinders using thermal imaging equipment.”

Until the re inspection is carried out, the Brigade will not be able to determine how the fire started.  When it is safe to do so, a Fire Investigation Officer will begin examining the cause.
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