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BANK HOLIDAY SAFETY

Berkshire firefighters have been particularly busy over the last couple of weekends largely due to the hot, dry weather we have been enjoying.  As the August Bank Holiday approaches, many will be planning barbecues and days out in the countryside and attending events such as the Reading festival. The Brigade would like to remind people to take care when they are out and about this weekend by taking on board some simple safety advice.

Barbecues

· Position on a level site away from wooden fencing, sheds & hedges. 

· Don’t place on dry grass or vegetation

· Never use petrol or paraffin

· Keep water handy to deal with any unexpected spread of fire

· Make sure alcohol doesn’t affect your ability to act safely

· Make sure matches are extinguished before disposing of them

· Take extra care when using barbecues in the countryside, fire spreads very rapidly over open ground!

Camping

· Always position your tent well away from any heat source - open fires, cookers etc. 

· Never smoke inside the tent. 

· Do not use candles or other naked flames inside the tent. 

· Take care that lights, gas or battery powered do not touch any flammable materials.

Community Safety Officer Jane Sanford said, “Our concern is that if we continue with the current spell of dry weather there will be an even greater upturn in calls involving crops, grass, hedgerows and the open countryside. Fires in open spaces and the countryside are easily preventable.  They can cause damage to the countryside and environment that takes years to recover.  Help us to reduce these calls and protect our natural heritage."
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