[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE





26/02/03
No:
55/F&R

13 PEOPLE RESCUED IN HOUSE FIRE

In the early hours of Sunday 23 March, Firefighters from Newbury Fire Station attended a house fire in Thatcham from which 13 people were rescued.

A woman who said she was trapped by fire in the property with a disabled gentleman and children upstairs in a rear room originally placed the call.  She then managed to escape through the back door while other members of the household still inside, were given fire survival guidance over the phone until crews were in attendance.

13 people were rescued, 8 by the Fire Brigade, 2 by neighbours and 3 escaped on their own.  All persons were accounted for and all were treated at the scene for smoke inhalation by 2 ambulances.

It transpired that a large family of 13 people ranging from adults to babies occupied this four-bedroom house.  The fire had started in the ground floor hallway of the house.

3 appliances (2 from Newbury and 1 from neighbouring Hants), 4 breathing apparatus and 2 hose reels were used.

Station Officer Allen attended the scene as the Fire Investigation Officer for the Newbury area and, at the time the incident closed, recorded it as one of doubtful origin.

The Fire Victim Support Unit was required which is manned by Red Cross volunteers and provides a wonderful service for the community.   For this incident alone they put in 27 man-hours, used three of their vehicles, provided clothing and supplied general care and support for the family.
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