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Fire safety prosecution – businesses warned they must meet regulations.

A businessman was fined a total of £5,250 by Reading magistrates and ordered to pay £4,750 costs for failing to comply with legislation governing fire safety in the workplace.

John L. Hicks, pleaded guilty to three offences under the Fire Precautions (Workplace) Amendment  Regulations (1999) at Reading Magistrates’ Court on 21 January. These were:

· Not having a fire alarm system for relevant buildings to give adequate warning in case of fire

· Inadequate provision of means of escape from a building in case of fire

· Inadequate provision of safety lighting for escape routes in case of fire  

The charges relate to October 2001, when Hicks was trading as John L Hicks, Builders and Timber Merchants, in Woodley. 

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service’s Fire Safety Manager, Divisional Officer John Mitchell, commented: “We will not hesitate to press for further prosecutions against businesses which fail to meet statutory fire safety standards. We run a stringent inspection programme of premises across the county and will not hesitate to enforce the law.”

Advice on workplace fire safety regulations can be found at www.odpm.gov.uk or you can contact the Brigade on 0118 945 2888 and ask to speak to a Fire Safety Officer. 
ENDS.
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