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Bonfire Safety

With Bonfire Night just around the corner, it’s vital that celebrations remain safe and enjoyable. More and more injuries are happening at private bonfire parties, and fire fighters urge people to follow these simple tips to help look after family and friends: 

Bonfires:

· Site well away from buildings, fences, tree and garden structures and keep a water supply handy

· Don’t light the fire on a windy day and be considerate to neighbours

· Never use flammable liquids to start the fire, keep it small, under control and attended

Fireworks:

· People drink alcohol at 90 per cent of firework parties in back gardens. Consuming alcohol can increase the risk of injury and make adults less able to supervise children properly.

· Nominate people who are not going to drink alcohol to take charge of firework parties, especially those held later at night. Keep those who are drinking well away from fireworks and bonfires.

· If you are taking fireworks to a party carry them in a suitable container, not in a pocket.

· Fireworks and alcohol don’t mix!

Jane Sanford, community safety officer, said: “Bonfire Night celebrations can be dangerous and it is important that people act responsibly at this time. The consequences of unsafe behaviour around fires and fireworks are serious injury to yourself or others, and damage to property. The important thing is to stay safe and have fun!”
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