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Put It Out. Right Out

The national Smoking Materials campaign is running from 1st- 28th March 2004. This campaign intends to highlight the dangers of careless smoking in terms of fire risks. 

Did you know that the lighted end of a cigarette burns up to 700 (degrees) C?  When you put it out make sure it’s right out.

Do you smoke? Do you know how easily a fire can start from a lit cigarette? Smoking materials remain the biggest killers in accidental house fires and the second biggest cause of injury in the UK.  30 house fires in Berkshire last year were the direct result of cigarettes. 

The three most common causes of smoking related fires are falling asleep while smoking, leaving a burning cigarette unattended, and accidentally dropping a cigarette or ash. All you need to do is drop off whilst smoking, or leave a cigarette smouldering in a bin. Fires started by cigarettes are often fatal, usually because the smoker is asleep when the fire takes hold. 

If you do smoke here are a few simple tips to reduce the risks associated with careless smoking:

· Never smoke in bed

· Never leave lit cigarettes unattended

· Always use a proper ashtray and make sure it can’t be knocked over

· Take special care when you are tired or have been drinking

· Keep matches and lighters away from children

· Make sure you have a working smoke alarm

Jane Sanford, Community Safety Officer at Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, said: 

 “A careless smoker can put their whole family’s life at risk. This campaign highlights the potential for unnecessary loss life and long term suffering from severe burns. “
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