[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE





03/06/2004
No:
58/F&R

Fire Authority Planning Applications

It was agreed at the Combined Fire Authority Executive Committee Meeting on 1st June 2004 that to protect the value of the assets of the Fire Authority, it would be prudent to secure planning permission for some of the Authority’s sites. This is a precautionary measure, and at present there are no plans to sell or move any of the fire stations in Berkshire.

Securing planning permission means that where development interest occurs in one of the sites, the value of the property will be protected. This creates the opportunity for development elsewhere. For example, a modern community fire station could be built on a new site, using the funds from the sale of an existing site. This provides the added advantage of replacing some of the older properties with new ones.

Chief Fire Officer, Iain Cox, said: “This is a technical property management strategy that will maintain the value of our sites and allow us to deliver the best service to the public. We have had interest from developers in some of our sites. It could be to our mutual advantage to release a site in an area for development and to replace it with a station built nearby. In such circumstances I will be keen to see the development of new community fire stations with facilities for public use that will allow us to communicate our community safety messages. All changes to emergency cover in the county will be subject to widespread public consultation through our Integrated Risk Management Programme.”

Frequently Asked Questions:

Q: Is this a precursor to a widespread sell off of Fire station sites?

A: No. There are no current plans to sell off any such sites; however, securing planning permission enables the Authority to respond quickly to developer interest if we consider that to be in the best interests of protecting the public by re-siting one or more of our Stations.

Q: Why should the Authority sell to a developer?

A: It may be that the site currently occupied has more value for housing or retail purposes and that the Authority can relocate to an alternative and, potentially, more appropriate site. This would not affect the level of protection provided to the public, and would enable the Authority to replace some of its older properties that are becoming increasingly expensive to maintain.

Q: Will the Authority ever sell off any of its sites and not replace them?

A: Through the Integrated Risk Management Programme, it may be proved that better public protection could be provided by re-siting a Station or Stations and, in those circumstances, we would, of course wish to maximise capital receipts on our present properties but we stress that our Agenda is based on preventing fires and protecting the public. No change will be made unless there is clear evidence that change will improve our capability to achieve this objective. It should be stressed that no such evidence is available to date and that any such proposals will be subject to wide spread internal and external consultation.

Q: Does the Authority have any current plans to sell off land?

A: Only if the site is surplus to requirements, for example, as with a plot of land to the rear of Lambourn fire station. (This land has never formed part of the fire station at Lambourn). 
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