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Fire Service Campaigns for Car Safety

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service will be promoting car safety at the World Health Organisation’s Road Safety Event in Town Square, Slough, on Wednesday 7th April.

The Fire Service display will include a wrecked car that was involved in a real road traffic accident. The accident resulted in the death of Helen Clark, a 23-year old school teacher from Reading, and the purpose of the display is to hit home to people the devastating effects of careless driving.  Members of the RBFRS Community Safety Team will be on hand during the day to give information and advice about staying safe on the roads.

Jim Godwin, Community Safety Advisor, said:  “We have a duty to the community to reduce deaths and injuries on the roads of Berkshire and make our community a safer place. The family of Helen Clark has allowed us to use her car as a real exhibition of anti-social behaviour in the form of reckless driving and demonstrate the effects that bad road users have on those in the community. 

Along with Helen’s car we have the findings of the court case and also press cuttings on the detrimental effect on the bereaved family. We hope by using this multi-agency approach we can get a very serious message across and hopefully reduce injuries and further road deaths like Helen Clark.”

Slough Borough Council Road Safety is the organiser of this event, and other agencies including the Ambulance Service, the Police and the Driving Standards Agency will also be exhibiting.

7th April is World Health Day. The overall aim of the event is raise awareness of the health impacts of careless driving and to increase efforts to prevent road casualties. The social and economic costs of road casualties also highlight the vulnerability of certain groups of road users such as pedestrians, cyclists, motorcyclists and passengers. The event is open to all members of the public.

RBFRS attended 121 road traffic accidents in 2003/04 in Berkshire where they were required to cut free casualties who were trapped in vehicles.  It is hoped that by getting out into the community and educating people on the dangers and consequences of dangerous driving, this number will be reduced.

You are invited to send a reporter and photographer to this event.
ENDS.
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