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CALLINGTON HOUSE FIRE

A man had a lucky escape when his house in Whitley, Reading, was engulfed in a blaze on Sunday (4 January).

Firefighters from Whitley Wood and Caversham Road were called to the fire at a house in Callington Road, Whitley, at 20.32 on Sunday evening. The fire had spread throughout the ground and first floors into the roof and six firefighters searched the building to check no-one was inside. Luckily, the man who lived there had been out of the property but returned to find his home ablaze.

Leading firefighter Aaron Walpole said: “We understand the gentleman had been visiting relatives and he was very lucky. There was extensive fire damage and the heat was severe. If he had been caught upstairs it could have been a very different story. 

“It was not clear whether a smoke detector was in place or whether it was working so can we please remind everyone that they need to have working smoke alarms in place – they really can save your life. 

“It looks as if the fire may have started when embers from a wood-burning stove set fire to a carpet, so it is worth checking that fires like this are secure when you are going out or going to bed and make sure you have an effective fireguard in place.”

If you would like advice on how to keep your home and family safe from fire, please contact your local fire station or ring out community safety team on 0118 932 2734.
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