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Fire Service Hosts Kitchen Safety Campaign

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service is hosting a Kitchen Fire Safety campaign in West Berkshire from 22nd March to 26th March. This is in response to a recent increase in kitchen fires in the area. Last year, RBFRS attended 258 kitchen fires in West Berkshire- that’s one fire every 36 hours! 

Local Firefighters (with fire engine) and members of Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service’s Community Safety Team will be out and about raising awareness of this issue. Local businesses and shops will also be supporting the campaign. You can visit the team at the following locations:

Monday 22nd March (10- 12pm and 2- 4pm): Sainsbury’s

Tuesday 23rd March (10- 12pm and 2- 4pm): Kennet Centre

Wednesday 24th March (10- 12pm and 2-4pm): Tesco’s Pinchington Lane

Thursday 25th March (10- 12pm and 2- 4pm): Kennet Centre

Friday 26th March: (10- 12pm and 2- 4pm): Outside Camp Hopson and Abbey National in Northbrook Street

Abbey National and Camp Hopson will be showing community safety displays and videos. Other businesses supporting the campaign by carrying fire safety leaflets are Woolworths, Robert Dyer, Dixons, Kitchen Monger, Homebase and B&Q.

Kate Stevenson, Community Safety Advisor at Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, said:

 “Over half of fires that start in the home start in the kitchen. Quite often it is food being prepared on the cooker that is left unattended which subsequently catches fire. A moment’s inattention in the kitchen could start a fire that can cause a great deal of damage and disruption to family life. It can also lead to loss of life. ”

Follow this checklist to keep safe in the kitchen:

· Don’t hang tea towels or cloths on or over the cooker.

· Keep the oven clean. A build up of fat can start a fire.

· Don’t put anything metallic in the microwave.

· Make sure your ventilation is working properly.

· Check the crumb tray of the toaster is clean and empty. Position the toaster away from curtains.

· Don’t overload sockets- one plug per socket is the rule, especially if the appliance takes a lot of power (like a kettle).

· Don’t leave appliances such as dishwashers, washing machines or tumble dryers on at night

· Buy a smoke alarm fitted with a ‘hush button’ and test it once a week.

· Consider having a fire blanket in your kitchen.

· If you have to leave the kitchen whilst cooking turn off the heat under the pan. 
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