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WOKINGHAM TO GET MORE FIREFIGHTERS 

The number of firefighters based at Wokingham’s Denton Road fire station is to be increased from two to four, Members of Royal Berkshire Fire Authority have agreed.

The decision was based on the findings of a Members’ working party report which considered the affect on staffing levels due to a lack of availability of retained (part-time) firefighters during the day. This has meant that firefighters from other stations across the county have had to be brought in to maintain crewing levels.

Authority Members heard that even with these measures, Wokingham’s fire appliance had been unavailable on occasion, with fire cover provided by crews from neighbouring stations. Despite an intensive recruitment campaign by the Brigade, no additional retained firefighters have yet been employed. Members were told that the high cost of living in Berkshire was part of the problem. The difficulty in finding people able to meet the requirements of living or working close to a fire station and able to attend incidents at any time of the day or night were reproduced across the county, with many retained fire stations sited in areas where housing costs are extremely high.

Bearing these factors in mind, Members agreed that increasing the ‘nucleus’ crew of firefighters at Wokingham would improve crewing of the appliance, would be no more expensive than bringing in firefighters from other stations and would also meet new fire cover criteria laid down by Government.

Authority Chairman, Cllr Terry Mills, commented: “This was a good decision on an issue which has concerned the Authority for some time. The Brigade will continue its efforts to recruit more retained firefighters to work in their protecting their community but with this increase in staffing levels we will be able to more easily deal with any variation in availability of our retained staff in Wokingham.”
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