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CAR FIRE DEMO FIRES HOME THE MESSAGE
Around 100 people watched firefighters start a fire at the headquarters of Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service yesterday.

The uncharacteristic behaviour was all part of an event highlighting how the Brigade works to reduce anti-social behaviour, particularly arson and deliberate care fires. The live demonstration of a fire crew dealing with a blazing car was a vivid illustration of the negative impact that joyriding and arson have on local communities.

Among those attending were local councillors,  members of Royal Berkshire Fire Authority, Thames Valley Police, community safety officers, Neighbourhood Watch, local authority teams dealing with social services, road safety, young people, the environment and anti-social behaviour, and representatives from a variety of community projects across the county.

A display in the fire station featured colourful stands from the Brigade’s community safety and youth teams, West Berkshire Road Safety, Reading Borough Council, Slough Anti-Social Behaviour Team, Thames Valley Police and Kidde fire safety. 

Visitors also took the opportunity to chat with firefighters and visit the Fire Control Centre where they were able to watch Control Operators dealing with live fire calls and see how crews and fire appliances are despatched using state of the art technology.

Chief Fire Officer, Iain Cox, said: “This was an effective way to show how all the differing organisatiosn involved in tackling anti-social behaviour are working together. The reality of dealing with the effects of crime such as car arson is that it is dangerous, expensive and has a corrosive effect on local communities.”
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