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Firefighters warn of deliberate grass fire danger

Berkshire Firefighters are being called out to tackle an increasing number of deliberate grass fires across the county. They urge that this thoughtless behaviour is dangerous and is potentially putting people’s lives at risk. 

In the past month, Firefighters have attended 51 deliberate grass fires across the county.  Fire-fighter Rod Annetts said: “Young people may think it is funny to set fire to the grass, but if the fire was to take hold and spread to nearby homes it turns into a very serious incident. It may even injure themselves or their friends. 

Dealing with these deliberate incidents means we are not available to attend other jobs, and that means that lives could be at risk elsewhere. We urge anyone who sees someone setting fire to rubbish or grassland to contact the police as well as the fire service immediately.”

Jane Sanford, community safety officer at Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service, also advises people to take precautions during this hot, dry weather to ensure fires are not started accidentally: ‘Take extra care when disposing of cigarettes outside, and when using barbecues and open fires this summer. Fires in open spaces and the countryside are easily preventable. They can cause damage to the environment that takes years to recover, so help us to reduce these calls and protect our natural heritage.”

ENDS.
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