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Recognition Award for Community Safety Education

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service has scooped an award for its outstanding contribution to community safety education in West Berkshire.

The fire service was nominated for the prize by schools in the West Berkshire area, and an award ceremony was hosted by the local charity West Berkshire Education Business Partnership on Thursday 8th July.

The fire service worked together with West Berkshire EBP to host a ‘Business Enterprise Challenge Day’ for students from Trinity School, Newbury, in March this year. The day was held at the fire brigade headquarters in Tilehurst, and the Year 10 pupils were briefed to create innovative ways of preventing anti- social behaviour by designing messages that would be appealing to their own age group.

Jane Sanford, community safety officer and organiser of the event, said: “These events are a great opportunity for the Brigade to work in partnership with local schools to tackle community safety issues like hoax calls and arson. We gained a valuable insight into how to communicate safety messages to young people, and the students learned about the consequences of anti- social behaviour, and how the fire service operates as an organisation.”

West Berkshire EBP is responsible for creating the Business Enterprise Challenge Day. The event is designed to increase pupils’ understanding of business issues by placing them in a business environment and setting them a specific challenge.

Helen Pennington, project officer at West Berkshire EBP, said: “The day was a great success and I would like to thank everyone for their hard work and contribution. We look forward to working with the fire service again in the future.”

The Business Enterprise Challenge Day is the product of a partnership with Vodafone UK Foundation, Enterprise Business Partnership, West Berkshire Council, Thames Valley Partnership and Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service. Further community safety education initiatives are planned with local schools in the coming months.
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