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ICE WARRIORS 

Two Berkshire Firefighters are setting out on a world-record beating attempt to reach the geomagnetic North Pole in one of the most gruelling expeditions in polar history.

Jim McNeill, from Ascot fire station and Mark Wood, based at Windsor fire station, will be accompanied by four male and female volunteers in their marathon challenge. They will traverse up to 350 miles of Arctic terrain as part of the Ice Warrior project’s quest to reach all four North Poles.

The squad will leave the UK on 23rd March, reaching Resolute, their last staging post, on 27th March. On 31st March they will be on ice skiing through fjords, across a mixture of land and ice caps and onto the sea- ice of the Kane Basin, between Canada and Greenland.

For Jim, a survival expert and leading authority on the physiology of physical stress and endurance, this is the latest in a string of exploration adventures.  Jim is the founder and leader of the Ice Warrior project.  As a professional rescuer, amateur explorer and with twenty years of arctic experience, he is responsible for achieving the exploration world firsts:

‘I’ve made it my hobby to pursue being an amateur explorer and in 1996 I became a Fellow of The Royal Geographical Society, whose primary aim is to further geographic knowledge and enthuse others. I have always found it fulfilling to apply my technical knowledge and skills to help others either in training or to those in real distress. People who know me are not surprised at my founding of the Ice Warriors Project, particularly as it justifies me attempting some real challenges.’

As well as focusing on technical development and the advances of rescue and survival techniques, the Ice Warrior project is committed to raising money and awareness of the charity Cancer Research UK. 

The following comments have been made about Ice Warrior:

“Ice Warrior represents the best of British, … the great eccentric adventurous spirit. It also represents pioneering endeavours and the struggles of triumph over adversity.” – Donal McIntyre, BBC broadcaster and reporter.

“Ice Warrior has all the potential of a great British First. Slightly mad and eccentric in conception, thorough and precise in planning and likely to prove ingenious and resolved in resolution.”- Sir Ranulph Fiennes, Patron of Ice Warrior.

For more information and to track the progress of the Ice Warrior Squad, go to www.ice-warrior.com.
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