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Fire Service Warns of Chimney Fire Danger

Fire Fighters are reminding Berkshire residents to keep their chimneys clean following a spate of chimney fires in the area.

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service attends numerous chimney fires every year- most of which could have been prevented. Follow the cleaning tips below to ensure similar fires are avoided:

· Solid Fuel Appliances

Clean once per year for smokeless fuel and twice per year for coal

· Wood Burning Appliances

Quarterly when in use

· Gas Appliances

Once per year if designed for sweeping

· Oil Fired Appliances
Once per year

If households do experience a chimney fire, the following steps should be taken:

· If the fire occurs in a conventional open fire, extinguish it by gently splashing water on the fire

· If it is in a solid fuel appliance, close down the ventilation as much as possible

· Move furniture and rugs away from the fireplace and remove any nearby ornaments

· Place a spark guard in front of the fire

· Check the chimney breast in other rooms for signs of heat

· Dial 999 and call the fire service out!

Assistant divisional officer, Peter Boardman, said: “Chimney fires can spread to the rest of your property and cause extensive damage. Ensure your chimney flue is inspected at regular intervals to prevent fire breaking out- and remember to keep it clean! Houses with thatched roofs should take extra care to avoid chimney fires. Also test your smoke alarm every week as this could save your life in the event of a fire.”
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