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Fire Fighters Warn of Heater Hazards

Berkshire fire fighters are warning of the hazards of using heaters in the home. With the colder weather now here, there have been a number of recent incidents in the county where heaters have been used unsafely and caused a fire.

Fire fighters urge Berkshire residents to follow these tips to ensure they stay warm and safe at home this winter:

· Make sure all heaters are well clear of furnishings

· Never use aerosol sprays near a space heater

· Take care with timing devices

· Try to sit at least 1m (3ft) away from the heat source

· Buy heaters from reputable dealers

Radiant Fires:

Use a fireguard permanently if you have young children

· Don’t dry laundry by the fire

· Wall mounted fires should be 1m (3ft) away from furnishings or doors

Storage heaters/ Fan heaters/ Convection heaters:

· Don’t cover air grilles

· Keep heaters away from curtains and furniture by 8cm (3in)

Solid fuel heaters:

· Keep your heater clean, brush out flue passages monthly

· Have your chimney swept annually

Gas fires:

· A CORGI registered installer should carry out installation and maintenance

· Ventilation is essential. Never block or obstruct a vent

· Do not turn any electrical switches on or off if you smell gas

· When changing gas cylinders, do not open the valve on the new cylinder until it is properly connected

Jane Sanford, community safety officer, said: “ Most accidents with heaters happen because we either sit too close to them or stand them too close to clothing or other items in the room. We also leave them on all night.  Check the wires and plugs of heating appliances before you start using them, as if they are worn out they are dangerous and can be a potential fire risk. It is essential that we take the necessary precautions to ensure we use heaters safely in the home.”

For more information on fire safety, go to www.rbfrs.co.uk, or www.firekills.gov.uk
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