[image: image1.png]% RBF&RS
news release

EEEEEEEEE





23/09/2004
No:
85/F&R

Newbury Fire Station hosts Phoenix Project

Newbury fire station will next week host the Phoenix Project, a training course for young people aged 13- 16 in Berkshire.

The course will be held from 27th September- 1st October, and will incorporate tem building and Fire Service activities like hose drills, breathing apparatus procedures, basic first aid and risk awareness. 

On Wednesday (29th September) the team will attend Pangbourne College to take part in a high ropes assault course through the trees, and on Friday (1st October) there will be a passing out parade at Newbury fire station where the team will demonstrate the skills they have learnt during the week in the form of hose drill. 

The aim of the course is to work in partnership with other local organisations to provide a service for young people in Berkshire. It is hoped to reduce the number of fires and hoax calls in the area by educating young people about safety issues and risk. By learning and taking part in team building activities, the kids will develop personal skills and qualities that will help them increase self-confidence and encourage positive thinking. 

Station Officer Lloyd Palmer, Phoenix Project team leader, said: “The Phoenix Project has been running in Berkshire for six months and has been a great success. All attendees to the course have demonstrated an improvement in their communication and team building skills, and long term we hope it will benefit the local community by educating young people about the dangers of anti social behaviour like hoax calls and fire setting. This is the first course to be held in Newbury, and we hope to run others in the coming months.”
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Notes to editors:

You are invited to send a reporter/ photographer to this event, either for the rope-walking course at Pangbourne College on 29th September, or the passing out parade at Newbury fire station, Hawthorne Road, on 1st October. Please contact Rebecca Harvey to arrange times.
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