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OY YEZ AND THANK YOU! SAYS TOWN CRIER 

Firefighters from Blue Watch at Dee Road fire station are now the proud owners of an illuminated award certificate from Reading Town Crier George Fage.

The crew attended a fire at the Tilehurst home of Mr Fage and his partner Pat Kincaid in March. The couple were so impressed that they wrote a letter of thanks to the Station Commander. Mr Fage also wanted the firefighters to have a personal acknowledgement and decided to give them a Town Crier’s Award for Oustanding Service to the Community.

He explained: “We were very grateful for the rapid and efficient service and the calm courtesy and sympathetic understanding shown by the firefighters at what was a very traumatic time for us. We and our neighbours were very impressed and this is a way of showing our appreciation.

“The awards are given as recognition to local people who are often ‘unsung heroes’ who work quietly away, often giving outstanding service above and beyond the call of duty.”

Mr Fage revived the old custom of Town Crier’s Awards during the Millennium year and since then around 100 have been given out. The certificates are given in three categories, Outstanding Service to the Community, Business Practice Excellence and Supporting Reading Culture and Traditions.

Blue Watch manager, Simon Ansell, said: “This was a surprise but a very nice one. We hope that we are always as understanding as possible when dealing with incidents as we know how upsetting they can be and it is certainly an honour to receive this award from Mr Fage.”
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