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Summer Safety

Maidenhead Firefighters have been particularly busy recently due to an increase in barbecue fires in the area.

As summer approaches and temperatures hot up, residents in East Berkshire have gone BBQ mad! Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service would like to remind people to take extra care when they are cooking outdoors. Follow these top tips from the community safety team and ensure barbecues remain enjoyable and safe:

· Position barbecue on a level site away from wooden fencing, sheds, and hedges

· Don’t place on dry grass or vegetation

· Never use petrol or paraffin to light a barbecue

· Keep water handy to deal with any unexpected spread of fire

· Make sure that alcohol doesn’t affect your ability to act safely

· Make sure matches are extinguished before disposing of them

· When changing gas cylinders always follow the manufacturers instructions

· When you have finished make sure all fuel is extinguished 

·  Take extra care when using barbecues in the countryside- fire spreads very rapidly over open ground!

Assistant Divisional Officer Phil Sidman said: “Fires in gardens and the countryside are easily preventable. They can cause damage to the environment and also harm to people and pets.  Help us to reduce these calls by taking extra care when barbecuing this summer.” 
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