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School Arson Fires Surge

Serious school arson attacks have increased, according to Zurich Municipal, the biggest school insurer.

The annual number of large school fires in the UK has risen by 55%.

As well as the financial cost of arson, there are also other costs that are more difficult to quantify, such as the disruption to students, the destruction of pupil records or the loss of schoolwork.

The Arson Prevention Bureau, backed by the insurance industry, says that arson of all kinds is a growing problem- with incidents having doubled since the early 1990’s.

In Berkshire, incidents of fires in schools have increased significantly over the last two years. From 30th March 2002- 29th March 2003, there were nine fires of doubtful origin in schools in the county, compared to 14 fires of the same type for the period 30th March 2003- 29th March 2004.

Research into the profile of a typical school arsonist has shown that a large number of fires are started by children aged between seven and 17. 

With the school Easter holidays only a week away, it is important to do as much as possible to protect your school from a potential arson attack. Follow these points to ensure you are as safe as possible over the Easter break:

· Make sure a named individual secures the building

· Ensure doors and windows are secured

· Leave no combustible materials lying around in unsecured areas

· Secure your waste bins away from any overhanging parts of a building

· Have a secure compound for rubbish bags, well away from the building

· Switch on the alarms and external lighting when the building is unoccupied

For more information on how to protect your school from fire, go to www.rbfrs.co.uk, click on ‘Fire Safety’ and then on ‘School Safety’. If you have any questions or queries, please contact the Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service Community Safety team on 0118 932 2734.
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