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42% Of Electric Blankets In West Berkshire Fail Safety Checks

A staggering 42% of electric blankets were found unsafe to use during Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service’s recent fire safety testing events. 

The free events, run over three days in conjunction with West Berkshire Council, attracted between 30 and 40 local residents per day, and around 100 blankets were tested in total.  Reasons for blankets failing the safety checks varied but included cables poking through the fabric and frayed wires.

Although the Fire Service and Council are unable to offer further testing events this year, it is important for people to be vigilant and check their electric blankets themselves for signs of wear and tear.  Indications that blankets may be unsafe include:

· Frayed wires

· Blankets that work intermittently

· Extremes of temperature i.e. blankets suddenly getting much hotter than usual

· Singeing of the fabric

· Cables poking through the material

Peter Boardman, Community Safety Group Manager, said: “We are urging people to check their electric blankets to make sure they have none of these symptoms of damage.  If they do, it is far better to dispose of them immediately, rather than run the risk of them causing a fire.”
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