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High Percentage Of Electric Goods Fail Safety Checks 

A staggering percentage of electrical goods were found to be unsafe at RBFRS’ recent electrical safety testing events at Slough and Langley fire stations.

66% of irons, 60% of kettles and 50% of toasters failed safety checks over the course of the five testing days, which were free of charge and run in conjunction with Slough Trading Standards.  In addition, 64% of electric blankets were discovered to be faulty.

Reasons for goods failing were varied but included damaged flexes on irons, corroded elements in kettles and cables protruding through the fabric of electric blankets.

Although the Fire Service and Trading Standards are unable to offer further testing events this year, it is important for people to be vigilant and check their electric good themselves for signs if wear and tear.  Indications that goods may be unsafe include:

· Frayed wires

· Goods that work intermittently

· Extremes of temperature i.e. goods suddenly getting much hotter than usual

· Cracked casing on small kitchen appliances

· Singeing of the fabric on electric blankets

· Cables poking through the material on electric blankets

In addition, electric blankets should never be folded, as this can lead to fractures in the heating elements and cables, which can be a fire or electrocution hazard.

Jim Godwin, Community Safety Advisor, said: “We are urging people to check their electric goods to make sure they have no signs of damage.  If they do, it is far better to dispose of them immediately, rather than run the risk of them causing a fire or electrocution.”
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