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CAR FIRES SPARK INVESTIGATION

Reading fire crews were called to deal with five vehicle fires in the early hours of Sunday morning, all of which are being treated as suspicious by the police. 

Firefighters from Dee Road, Caversham Road and Wokingham Road, attended car blazes in Little Johns Lane, Elm Lodge Avenue, Prince of Wales Avenue and Bayeux Court in Connaught Road, plus a burning motorcycle trike in Sherwood Street. They also put out a bin fire in Cranbury Road that had been started deliberately.

Group Manager Dave Hughes is part of a Brigade team looking at ways to reduce arson. He said: “We believe these fires were set deliberately and they were all within a fairly small area. The cost of this sort of behaviour is immense, not just financially in terms of the insurance and clean up operations but in terms of the mess and disruption it brings to the residents who live nearby. It is not very nice to wake up on a Sunday morning and find a burned out wreck sitting outside your home or your neighbour’s home.

“From our perspective, these calls commit fire crews and appliances to deal with something that shouldn’t  have happened. We know that people worry when things like this have happened and the police are looking into the incidents but we will also be visiting these locations to advise and reassure residents. We are also sharing our incident data with all the agencies who are working to deal with this problem.”
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