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CHARITY CAR WASH AT WOKINGHAM ROAD FIRE STATION

Firefighters from Red Watch at Wokingham Road fire station are holding a car wash on Saturday to raise money for Albanian firefighters.

Firefighter Paul Lowe is making a return trip to Sarande, in the southern tip of the country, to help the fire service there, devastated in the civil war.

He first visited Sarande in 2004 and was shocked to find how the firefighters there were struggling with the most primitive equipment.

“The little they have has all been donated by the Italian government and before my visit they did not even have protective clothing, boots or gloves for firefighting. Their fire engine has no water tank and the small pump on the front often fails to work. They don’t have radios to communicate between crew members and all of these problems are because everything was stolen or destroyed during the war,” Paul explained.

“They have to serve well beyond their local area as there is no back up and many other parts of the country also suffer from a lack of equipment. What we trying to do is raise money to help provide some essential equipment but we are also taking out some equipment that is no longer in use here but it still far better than anything they have.”

If you would like to help support Paul and his colleagues in their efforts, bring your car along to Wokingham Road fire station on Saturday between 10am and 4pm. There will be a minimum charge of £4 per vehicle, with half the proceeds going towards the Albanian firefighters and half to the National Fire Service Benevolent Fund. 
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