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Fire Service Launches Safety Programme for Language Students

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service launches its new fire safety education programme for ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) students at Reading Adult and Community College, Wilson Road on Thursday 21st April at 10:30am. 

The event is part of the college’s ‘Fire Safety Week’ and students will get the chance to look around a fire engine as well as watch a real chip pan fire demonstration.

The fire safety education programme is a resource pack provided by the fire service and will be delivered by ESOL teachers. It contains information on how to prevent fire in the home, and how to contact the fire service if a fire occurs. Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service is the first fire service in the country to provide fire safety education through ESOL classes.

There are 5000 ESOL students in Berkshire so the education packs will provide safety information to a large number of residents of whom English is not their first language.

Pete Bird, community liaison officer at Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, said: “The idea of providing fire safety education through ESOL classes came about because we attended a number house fires in the area where the residents did not speak English as their first language. They were not aware of how to call the fire service and this highlighted the need for fire safety education. We have been working closely with ESOL providers to develop this programme and we hope it will be of benefit to many residents.”

Jean Widgery, Head of ESOL at Reading Adult and Community College, said: “This is an exciting project which will ensure our students are confident in communicating with the emergency services.  The teaching pack covers fire safety issues in an interesting and relevant way, in everyday English, and will form a valuable resource for our tutors.  We are delighted to have had the opportunity to work with Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service to develop ideas and materials in order raise the profile of fire safety in our classes.”

You are invited to send a reporter/ photographer to this event. Please contact Rebecca Harvey to arrange times. 
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