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Celebrate Eid Al- Adha Safely

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service is reminding Berkshire residents to stay fire safe if they are celebrating Eid Al- Adha this weekend.

The Muslim festival occurs this year on 21st- 24th January.  With people spending more time at the mosque, or relaxing with family and friends, the risk of fire can increase. The fire service urges people to follow these simple steps to keep safe during this festive period:

· Fit a working smoke alarm. Consider purchasing a 10- year smoke alarm that requires less frequent battery changes. Don’t forget that all smoke alarms should be tested once a week.

· Never leave cooking unattended. When cooking deep fried food, dry it before it is put in the hot oil. Never fill the pan more than one third full of oil. If the oil starts to smoke, turn off the heat and leave the pan to cool. Never throw water onto the pan.

· Ensure that candles and cigarettes are extinguished properly.

· Turn off and unplug all electrical appliances unless they are designed to be left on. 

· Avoid overloading electrical sockets. If you have more than one plug to one socket, use a fused adaptor.

Jane Sanford, community safety officer, said: “During the Eid Al- Adha period people spend more time at home or at the mosque, so every day fire risks can increase. People are more likely to be distracted and therefore more vulnerable to accidental fires. By following these fire safety tips the risk of fire can be reduced and everybody can celebrate safely the festival of Eid Al- Adha.”
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