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Thatched Property Fire Safety

Fire Fighters are reminding residents with thatched properties to take safety precautions following a fire at a thatched public house in Berkshire.

Fires are not unique to homes with thatched roofs, but there is a greater need for owners of thatched properties to take extra care. 

Chimneys: 

· All brickwork, mortar and flashing should be regularly checked by a competent builder and any necessary repairs should be carried out

· Where a chimney is in use, have it swept twice a year for coal burning fires/ appliances and quarterly if wood is burnt

· Sparks coming out of the chimney can occasionally start fires. To prevent this, a spark arrestor can be fitted. However, it is essential that the spark arrestor is kept clean and well maintained

The Thatch:

· The thatch itself should be well maintained and checked regularly by a competent thatcher
· Various fire retardant chemical treatments are available. These proof the thatch against initial ignition

Smoke Detectors:

· These should be fitted in the highest point of the roof void (where possible) and this should be linked to a second alarm sited in the hallway or landing

Electrical Systems:

· The electrical system of the premises should be checked by a competent NICEIC approved electrical engineer every five years

Television Aerials:

· These should be fitted to a free standing pole at least seven metres from the roof

Assistant divisional officer, Barry Hayward, said: “Once a fire takes hold in thatch it will spread rapidly, especially if the thatch is in poor condition. By following these tips Berkshire residents can greatly reduce the risk of fire to their thatched property, however, if a fire should occur, evacuate the building and call 999. Also, remember to test your smoke alarm every week, as this could saves lives in the event of a fire.”

For more fire safety advice for owners of thatched properties, go to www.rbfrs.co.uk
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