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CAN YOU HELP? - MAIDENHEAD’S FIREFIGHTERS SEEK ADDITIONAL TRAINING VENUES

Maidenhead firefighters are seeking additional sites for operational training and are hoping local business owners can assist.

Firefighters train regularly in all aspects of their varied role and this includes realistic scenarios using breathing apparatus (BA), the equipment that enables firefighters to penetrate deep into the heart of a fire.

Temporary crew manager Nick Owen explained: “We are particularly keen to find new venues where we can carry out BA training. This is an absolutely crucial part of our ongoing training programme as BA is a high-risk activity. The more varied our training sites are, the more practice we can get of differing types of terrain and construction, which helps us gain experience in safe situations.  

“Owners of premises have been generous in the past but premises change hands or new owners have different plans for their properties so we are constantly looking out for new training sites. We can utilise any building, industrial or domestic, that is structurally sound, obviously it needs to be vacant but it could be due for demolition for example. 

“The kind of drills we will be carrying out will be as realistic as possible and will involve firefighters using equipment, including hosereels but we will not be using water at any time. The Fire Authority provides indemnity insurance for any premises that we do use and we carry out a full risk assessment to make sure they are suitable.”

If you own a premises in the Maidenhead area that you think might be suitable for the firefighters to use, please contact Maidenhead fire station on  01628 771019.
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