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RBFRS Secures Consultation With Professor

Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service has secured a one-day consultation with Professor David Kolko Ph. D, one of the world’s leading experts in juvenile fire setting interventions.  Professor Kolko will join forces with the Evolution Team (Community Safety) on Wednesday 23rd November to advise them on the youth interventions currently being delivered by RBFRS.

Professor Kolko is professor of Psychiatry, Paediatrics and Psychology at the University of Pittsburgh, USA.  He has produced numerous papers, reports and assessments on adolescent anti-social behaviour, including deliberate fire setting.

One of the initiatives Professor Kolko will be lending his expertise to is Evolution, a groundbreaking new youth offender project currently being designed by RBFRS in conjunction with the Cognitive Centre Foundation.  Evolution will combine cognitive behaviour therapy and practical Fire Service activities in a unique format.  The aim is to rehabilitate young offenders aged 13-18 by dealing with anti-social behaviour as a whole, rather than just fire-related offences.   An 18-month pilot is due to be rolled out in early 2006 in the Reading area.

Tregear Thomas, Evolution team member, said: “We believe that the involvement of Professor Kolko at this stage in the development of the project will enable Evolution to be the first comprehensively and independently evaluated Cognitive Behavioural Intervention in the U.K. Fire Service.  There is also considerable potential for significant benefits to be identified for other youth interventions currently being delivered by the Brigade.”
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