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Photo Call- Fire Service Launches New Hoax Calls Poster Campaign

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service will be launching its new hoax calls poster campaign on Monday 25th April at Newbury fire station, Hawthorn Road at 2pm.

Every fire appliance in Newbury and Berkshire now carries the poster on its side pump lockers with the message ‘Hoax calls endanger lives!’

The campaign has been funded by The Vodafone UK Foundation, which, as part of its ongoing community support, is already supporting the Hoax Impact scheme. Launched in September 2004, Hoax Impact aims to raise awareness among young people of the real cost and dangers of making hoax calls to the Fire Service and of deliberate fire setting.

David Phillips, community safety manager at Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service, said: “This campaign really aims to highlight the dangers of making hoax calls to the Fire Service. Fire fighters have to respond to every call they receive, and if the call isn’t genuine it means tying up valuable resources that could be used at a real incident elsewhere. The consequences of doing this could be as tragic as death or injury to another individual. It might seem like a bit of fun but it can have very serious consequences and we hope people will see these posters on the fire engines and think twice before they make a hoax call. ”

“The Vodafone UK Foundation believes that community support is about more than just financial contributions, so we are delighted to support this campaign,” commented Sarah Shillito, Manager for The Vodafone UK Foundation. “We hope our contribution helps to provide solutions to some of the most pressing problems in our community.”

You are invited to send a reporter and photographer to this event. Please contact Rebecca Harvey to arrange.
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