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Photo Call- Fire Service Launches New Home Fire Safety Checks Scheme

Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service will be launching a new Home Fire Safety Checks scheme on Tuesday 24th May at Dee Road fire station, Reading at 10am.

The scheme is free and is available to all West Berkshire residents. Employees of Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service will carry out the checks, which will cover the following:

· Fitting a smoke alarm in the home if the resident does not have one

· Explaining how smoke alarms work

· Highlighting any fire risks that are apparent in the home- and how to reduce them

· Checking the safety of electric blankets

· Checking kitchen/ cooking safety

· Checking electrical appliances and plugs

· Heater and/ or open fire safety

· Advice on making an escape plan 

· How to call 999

Residents can request this service if they have concerns about fire in their home by calling a free phone number: 0800 587 6679. They can also call to request a visit on behalf of a neighbour or relative.

Assistant Divisional Officer Peter Boardman, organiser of the scheme, said: “Home Fire Safety Checks are free to everyone in West Berkshire. The scheme will be particularly beneficial to disabled or elderly residents. I urge anyone who thinks they would benefit from a Home Fire Safety Check to call the free phone number to arrange an appointment. The checks will take 20- 40 minutes and will be carried out by uniformed fire service staff who will carry ID. This scheme is being run as a pilot in West Berkshire first, and we hope to roll it out to the whole county over the next few months.”
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Note to Editors:
You are invited to send a photographer to the launch at Dee Road fire station on Tuesday 24th May at 10am. Please contact Rebecca Harvey to confirm. Fire Fighters will be available for a photograph next to fire engine and will demonstrate the kit used for Home Fire Safety Checks.
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