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The Council and Fire Service Offer Free Home Safety Checks to West Berkshire Residents

West Berkshire Council and Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service are launching a new free service for West Berkshire residents. Those who live in private accommodation (rented or owned), and are either elderly, disabled, from an ethnic minority, a lone parent or on benefits, can qualify for a free Home Safety Check.

The checks will be carried out by employees of Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service and will cover the following areas: 

· Boilers

· Plugs

· Gas and electrical appliances

· Access to dangerous chemicals and sharp objects

· Tripping and slip hazards

· Lighting and upholstered furniture

· Fire equipment and child gates

· Wiring and thermostat

· Safety glass

The Fire Service will also fit a free 10-year smoke alarm in every household. This service will be by appointment only and uniformed employees of the Fire Service always carry ID.  Remember: do not let anyone into your home uninvited. 

Theresa Bashford, Principal Trading Standards Officer at West Berkshire Trading Standards, said: “Government statistics show that the groups this campaign is focussing on are most likely to have an accidental fire at home, and so West Berkshire Council in partnership with Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue Service are offering free home safety checks in order to try to help reduce the figures. Don’t take any chances, make sure you have a smoke alarm fitted.”

Residents who would like to arrange a home safety check can call West Berkshire Council Trading Standards on 01635 519930 to find out more and book an appointment.
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