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Berkshire Fire Fighters Highlight Business Arson Danger

Fire fighters in Berkshire are highlighting the dangers of deliberate fires to local businesses. This is in response to a general increase in deliberate fires involving bins containing commercial waste. The figures on rubbish/ bin fires for each unitary authority for the last three months are as follows:

	Unitary
	March 05
	Feb 05
	Jan 05

	Reading
	27
	18
	23

	Wokingham
	6
	4
	9

	Newbury/ West Berks
	6
	3
	4

	Bracknell
	7
	11
	8

	Windsor & Maidenhead
	4
	5
	4

	Slough
	11
	15
	11


Crew Manager Rod Annetts said: “Fires involving refuse bins at business premises are a continuing problem. These fires often spread to the building and can cause damage to stock, shop and office space, which has an obvious financial impact. The risks can be reduced and we want to educate organisations to keep their property as safe and secure from arson as possible.”

Fire fighters urge businesses to follow these tips to minimise the risk of fire on their property:

· Immobilise bins at least 6m away from your building. Secure them on a fixed structure or in a compound if possible

· Store rubbish that is awaiting collection in a secure compound away from your property

· Make sure you don’t allow waste materials to build up inside of your property

· Hazards such as flammable liquids should be stored appropriately

· Keep combustible materials away from boundaries where matches or cigarettes can be thrown into them

· Make sure windows, gates, walls and fences are effectively secured especially when premises are closed at night and at weekends

General good housekeeping tips:

· Keep escape routes clear from rubbish and rubbish containers

· Prohibit or restrict smoking to designated areas

· Check storage and waste collection areas periodically

· Consider installing security lighting and/ or intruder alarms

· Make sure everyone who uses or visits your property knows what to do if they discover a fire

For more information on protecting your business from arson, go to www.rbfrs.co.uk or contact Nicky Durrant, arson reduction assistant, on 0118 932 2740.
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