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FIREWORKS SAFETY VIDEO FOR SCHOOLS
Students from Bulmershe School star in a fireworks safety new video from Royal Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service and Thames Valley Police.

The video features six Year 11 students and highlights the terrible burn injuries that can result from playing around with fireworks.  The students are shown at a loose end after school and using a friend’s cash to buy fireworks. As events unfold, one of the teenagers throws a firework in the middle of a housing estate and then another returns to a lit firework that has gone out – which then erupts with tragic consequences. There are some graphic photographs of burns to try and convey to youngsters the risk they run if they choose to treat fireworks with a lack of respect. 

A RBFRS firefighter warns viewers that fireworks burn at up to 2,000 degrees centigrade and can travel at speeds of up to 150 miles an hour, causing terrible injuries to anyone who gets in the way. A Thames Valley Police officer explains the law relating to the sale of fireworks and the age restrictions in place, whilst a paramedic from Royal Berkshire Ambulance Trust explains the painful and  disfiguring, sometimes even life-threatening burns, that they see every year around Bonfire Night. 

Jenny Swain, of the RBFRS community safety team, explained the background to the video: “The original idea came from Thames Valley Police at Slough and I then auditioned students at Bulmershe School for the filming. This will go out to all secondary schools in Berkshire and eventually all in the Thames Valley area and we have also had requests from other fire and rescue services that want to use it.

“The school were tremendous in their support for this project and the actors were really good. Every year, hundreds of young people suffer dreadful injuries because they do not realise the consequences of what seems a like a game with their mates – we are hoping that this film will go some way towards helping them understand those consequences.”  
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